
Where do my property taxes go?  

• K-12 Schools 
• Counties 
• Cities 
• Greater Regional Hospital 
• Southwestern Community College 
• Assessor 
• Townships 
• Agricultural Extension District 
• Miscellaneous 

 

 

 (This chart was created by utilizing information a property located in Creston, Iowa, using 2023 Levy Rates.) 

 

The chart above is used as a sample of where your property taxes may be going in Union County.  Each 

person’s property taxes may look different due to the area that they live in as Cities/Townships/Schools 

have different levy rates.  Levy Rates change year to year depending on the budget needs for each taxing 

entity.   

 

 

 

Union County Tax Distribution Sample

Creston Corp (35.62%) Creston Community School (33.17%)

Union County (21.55%) Hospital (4.69%)

Southwestern Community College (2.48%) Assessor (1.74%)

Ag Extension (0.74%) State of Iowa (0%)



 

What is a Levy Rate?  

There are several different taxing districts in a jurisdiction, each with a different levy rate.  Each year, the 
County Auditor determines a levy rate for that district that will yield enough money to fund the different 
entities in that district.  The entities include local schools, counties, cities, townships, community colleges, 
local assessors, and others.  Since more than one taxing authority is calculating a tax rate for the property, all 
the rates are added together.  Resulting in a single tax levy called a consolidated levy.  This consolidated levy 
is always the result of two or more tax rates established by different government entities.  

 

What is a Rollback?  

The rollback is a statewide rate set annually for each property class by the Iowa Department of Revenue.  
More than 20 years ago, residential values were rising quickly.  To help cushion the impact of high inflation, 
the Legislature passed an assessment limitation law called rollback.  Increases in assessed values for 
residential and agricultural property are subject to this assessment limitation formula.  If the statewide 
increase in values of homes and farms exceeds 3 percent due to revaluation, their values are “rolled back” so 
that the total increase statewide is 3 percent.  Rollback is also available for Industrial and Commercial 
property when necessary.  This does not mean that the assessment of your home will increase by only 3 
percent.  The rollback is applied on a class of property, not an individual property.  This means that the 
statewide total taxable value can increase by only 3 percent due to revaluation.  

 


